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organised working classes on the Social Democrats* side,
as * an attempted Red putsch', and immediately make his
appearance in the streets with his armed S.A. The Reichs-
tag elections were eleven days off, and the Social Democrats
were expecting successes. Armed resistance would not only
have upset the elections, but in certain events might even
have caused their postponement. Since the Social Demo-
crats had already spent a great deal of money on propa-
ganda they did not want to risk this. After quite a long
debate these and other less important considerations induced
the meeting to decide to offer no forcible resistance to state
interference but simply to submit to the dissolution of the
Prussian Government*
The soth July 1932 ! This would have been- a day for
Social Democracy to prove that it was still loyal to its great
traditions, and that for thirteen long years its troops, the
Reichsbanner, had not been drilled in vain. But it was not
to be. The leaders of German Social Democracy were, it
is true, to some extent outmanoeuvred ; but in fact the
inertia of office had taken too deep root in them, and they
were too little disposed for fighting to give the order for
opposition by force of arms. They capitulated.
At eight o'clock in the evening Dr. Bracht with Melcher,
a police superintendent, and three policemen appeared in
Severing's office. Severing received them. But when Mel-
cher, a former chief of police at Essen, made to shake hands
with Severing, the latter drew back. Dr. Bracht im-
mediately vouchsafed the information that Severing was
dismissed. Shrugging his shoulders, the Minister of the
Interior said that he yielded to force and went into his
private room, which was next to the office. In this extremely
prosaic and unromantic fashion the stronghold of Social
Democracy had fallen.
The removal of Severing, which was accompanied by the
arrest of the Social Democratic police officials in Berlin,
made hardly any impression on the mass of the working
class. The only effect was perhaps that propaganda for
the elections for the 3ist July was carried on with increased